THE VICTORY AT SIDI BARRANI

A STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
DECEMBER 12, 1940

December n.   British   captured  Sidi   Barrani   and   continued   to

advance into Libya.
Lord Lothian, British Ambassador, warned the

United States that  Germany was  concentrating on

building submarines and long-distance planes for a

great  attack  on  Atlantic shipping.    The next day

Lord Lothian died.
December 12. Italian prisoners in the Western Desert battle reached

a total of 20,000 and the British continued to press the

attack.

[December 12, 1940.
THE House evidently appreciated the full significance of the
fact, which I announced, without commenting upon it, that a
British column had reached the coast between Buq Buq and Sidi
Barrani. This, of course, cut the principal road by which the main
body of the Italian Army which had invaded Egypt could effect a
retreat. The question then was whether the encircling positions
which General Wilson's Forces had captured after their brilliantly-
executed desert march could be effectively maintained, and whether
the net so drawn could be forced at all points to the seashore. The
strong position of Sidi Barrani and various fortified posts in this
neighbourhood appeared to be a considerable obstacle. However,
Sidi Barrani has been captured, and the whole coastal region with
the exception of one or two points still holding out is in the hands of
the British and Imperial troops. Seven thousand prisoners have
already reached Mersa Matruh.
We do not yet know how many Italians were caught in the
encirclement, but it would not be surprising if, at least, the best part
of three Italian divisions, including numerous Black Shirt formations,
have been either destroyed or captured. As Sidi Barrani was the
advance base for all the Italian Forces which had invaded Egypt and
were preparing for a further inroad, it seems probable that con-
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